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January. XOO 17 86. 

D r - Rush's dissertation on the cause of the increase of 
bilious and intermittent fevers in Pennsylvania, was read by 
himself. 

Treasurer's account audited. 

Rittenhouse's letter to Franklin . . . . " Changes which 
the globe of the earth in some parts hath undergone, most 
probably by the falling of . . . ." [left blank]. "The ob- 
servations are principally confined to the "Western district 
of Pennsylvania." 

Admission and annual fees fixed [in blank], and law to 
be passed on next annual election day. 

Forty copies of Humphrey Marshall's Catalogue of Amer- 
ican Forest trees and shrubs ordered. 

Charles Peale's portrait of Franklin, " copied from a much 
admired painting of Martin," presented by letter. Thanks 
returned, and M r - Peale requested to keep the portrait " till 
the Society shall have a convenient place for its reception." 

1786. Jan'y 5. (20 present.) 

Franklin elected President. 
V. Ps., Ewing, White, S. Vaughan. 

Coun., Rittenhouse, Rush, D r - Jones, D r - Kuhn (in place 
of Hon. M r> Jos. Reed, deceased), Rev d D r - G. Dufiield. 
Treas., Hon. Fra. Hopkinson. 

Sees., Jas. Hutchinson, S. Magaw, R. Patterson, J. Foulke. 
Curators, S. Dufiield, B. Binney, W. Bradford. 

Hopkinson presented draught of Law for augmenting the 
Annual Contribution of Members and the Deposit Money 
of New Members ; read, debated, amended and passed, as 
follows : 

A law to increase the annual subscription of the members of the American 
Philosophical Society, held at Philadelphia, for promoting useful knowledge, 
and also to increase the deposits of newly-elected members on their admis- 
sion into the Society. 

Whereas the customary annual payment of Ten Shillings from each 
member of the American Philosophical Society, and also the customary 
deposite of Ten Shillings by each newly elected member on his admission 
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into the said Society hath been found inadequate to the necessary and oc- 
casional expenditures of the Society 

Be it therefore enacted and it is hereby enacted by the American Philo- 
sophical Society held at Philadelphia for promoting useful knowledge 
by virtue of the chartered rights to the said Society granted and by au- 
thority of the same, That for the future that is to say from and after the 
first day of March next the payments to be made by any member of the 
said Society shall be four Dollars annually, and the deposite to be made by 
every new elected member from and after the said first day of March shall 
be Ten Dollars, and no member who shall be in arrear for his annual sub- 
scription or deposite, shall be eligible to any office in the said Society, or 
be permitted to vote at elections or at the ordinary meetings of the Society 
until he shall have fully paid up his said arrears. 

And be it further enacted, that no newly elected member shall receive a 
certificate of his election or be admitted as a member of the said society 
until he shall have paid into the Treasury the said deposit of Ten Dollars 
and also his arrearages of four Dollars per annum, if any shall have ac- 
crued from the time of his election. 

Provided always that honorary members in foreign parts shall not be 
subject to this law nor shall their Certificates of Election be withheld on 
account of their not paying the Deposite or annual subscription aforesaid. 
Nevertheless if any such foreign member should happen to come to the 
city of Philadelphia with a view of settlement or residence, then such 
member shall pay the deposite money before directed and shall thence- 
forth be liable for the annual subscription in common with other resident 
members 

And be it further enacted that all former laws, ordinances or customs in- 
consistent with or contradictory to this Act be, and the same are hereby 
repealled [sic]. 

Enacted into a law at a meeting of the American Philosophical Society 
according to charter this sixth day of January Anno Domini 1786. 



1786. Jan'y 20. (18 present.) 

Magellan's Fund. Draught of letter to him and a set ot 
rules, by Ilopkinson, read, amended and agreed to : — 

The Letteb. 
Sik : The American Philosophical Society acknowledge the receipt ot 
Your favour of the 17 th Sep r . last communicated by our Vice President 
M r . Vaughan and having considered your proposal respecting the estab- 
lishment of an annual premium of the value of Ten Guineas to be disposed 
of by the Society to the author of the best discovery or most useful im- 
provement in Navigation or Natural Philosophy do thankfully accept the 
generous donation ; and sincerely wish the event may fully answer the 
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good design ; to promote which no attention shall be wanting on the 
part of the Society. 

A Committee having been appointed to frame Rules & Conditions 
for the disposition of the proposed premium according to your intention 
but more precise in the terms reported the enclosed which have been 
adopted by the Society. If they should meet with your approbation they 
are to be conclusive. If otherwise they are submitted to such amend- 
ments as you may think proper and necessary. 

As these rules are so consonant with your own Ideas expressed in your 
letter, we do not apprehend that you will wish any considerable altera- 
tions to be made in them ; and therefore to avoid loss of time in an estab- 
lishment which we flatter ourselves may be of considerable public utility 
we request that you would cause the said 200 Guineas to be lodged in the 
hands of M r . Benjamin Vaughan — of London subject to our draught and 
as soon as he shall inform us that he has rec d . the same and is ready 
to pay that sum to our order we shall without unnecessary delay provide 
for funding this capital and advertise the proposed premium with the 
terms and conditions on which it is to be awarded — As we are desirous 
of putting this Scheme in execution as speedily as possible ; we hope you 
will not delay answering this letter and that you will inform us to whom 
we are indebted as the founder of this institution in Order that his name 
may be anounced [sic] in the publication of the scheme and engraved on 
the proposed Golden plate. 

We have to inform you that a 2 d volume of our Transactions is now in 
the press and will make its appearance in the Spring. We hope this vol- 
ume will shew to your satisfaction that we have renewed our philosophi- 
cal labours. We shall take the earliest opportunity of forwarding a copy 
to so valuable a member. 

Enclosed you have a certificate of your election into our Society which 
ought to have been handed to you long since but was delayed by an acci- 
dent not worth recounting. 

We sincerely wish you health and happiness and that your benevolent 

purposes may be crowned with success 

Signed by Order &c. 

The Rulbs & Conditions, &c. 

Mr. John Hyacinth de Magellan of London having made an offer to 
the American Philosophical Society of 200 Guineas to be vested in a per- 
manent fund that the interest arising therefrom may be disposed of in an 
annual premium to be adjudged by the said Society or their delegates to 
the author of the best discovery or most useful improvement relating to 
Navigation or to Natural Philosophy mere Natural History only excepted 
which offer having been accepted by the said Society. The conditions on 
which the said annual premium will be adjudged are as follows : 

[1st. 

The candidate shall send his discovery invention or improvement, ad- 
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dressed to the President or a Vice President of the Society, free of postage 
or other charges ; and shall distinguish his performance by some motto 
device or signature, at his pleasure. Together with his discovery inven- 
tion or improvement, he shall also send a sealed letter, containing the 
same motto device or signature, and subscribed with the real name and 
place of residence of the author. 

2d. 

Persons of any nation, sect, or Denomination whatever, shall be ad- 
mitted as candidates for this premium. 

3d, 

No discovery, invention or improvement shall be entitled to this pre- 
mium which hath been already published, or for which the author hath 
been publickly rewarded elsewhere. 

4th. 

The Candidate shall communicate his discovery invention or improve- 
ment either in the English, French, German, or Latin Language. 

5th. 
All such communications shall be publickly read or exhibited to the So- 
ciety, at some stated meeting, not less than one month previous to the day 
of adjudication, and shall at all times be open to the inspection of such 
members as shall desire it. But no member shall carry home with him 
the communication description or mudel, except the Officer to whom it 
shall be intrusted : nor shall such Officer part with the same out of his 
custody, to any but the Judges who may demand it for consideration. 

6th. 

The twelve Counsellors, together with the other Officers annually elected 
according to the Charter and Laws of the Society, shall be Judges of the 
merits of the several communications, and award the premium. Which 
adjudication shall be determined by a majority of Judges met ; provided 
that such majority be not less than seven concurring votes. 

7th. 

And for this purpose the Counsellers and other Officers, or at least 
seven of them shall meet on the second Monday in December, in every 
year, to form their Judgement and award the premium. After due con- 
sideration had a vote shall first be taken on this question viz. ' "Whether 
any of the communications then under inspection, are worthy of the pro- 
posed premium V If this shall be determined in the negative, the whole 
business shall be deferred till another year. But if in the affirmative, the 
Judges shall then proceed to determine by vote, the discovery invention 
or improvement most useful and worthy. And that discovery invention 
or improvement which shall be found to have the greatest number of con- 
curring votes, being not less than seven, in its favour shall be successful. 
"Whereupon a certificate in writing shall be forthwith drawn of the adju- 
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dication, and signed by those who voted for the crowned subject ; and 
then, and not till then, the sealed better accompanying the crowned per- 
formance, shall be opened and the name of the author announced ; which 
certificate shall be presented to the Society, at their next stated meeting, 
and delivered to the Secretary to be entered on record, in a bound book 
provided for this purpose. 

8th. 

A full account of the crowned subject shall be published by the Society 
as soon as may be, after the adjudication, either in a separate publication, 
or in the next succeeding volume of .their transactions, or on both. 

9th. 

The unsuccessful performances shall lie over for consideration, and re- 
main, as candidates for the premium, for five succeeding years, next after 
their presentment ; unless the author or authors shall think fit to with- 
draw them or any of them ; and the Society shall publish annually, an 
abstract of the titles, object or subject-matter of the communication, so 
under consideration, such only excepted as the Counsellors and other 
Officers shall, by vote as aforesaid, have determined not worthy of public 
notice. 

10th. 

No counsellor or officer who is a candidate shall sit in judgment, or give 
his vote. 

11th. 

The letters containing the names of authors whose performances shall 
be rejected, or shall be found unsuccessful after a tryal of five years, shall 
be burnt without breaking the seals. 

12th. 

In case there should be a failure, in any year, of any communication 
worthy of the proposed premium, there will then be two premiums award- 
ed in the next year. But no accumulation of premiums shall entitle an 
author to more than one premium for any one discovery, Invention or im- 
provement. 

13th. 

The premium shall consist of an oval plate of solid standard Gold, of 
the value of Ten Guineas. 

On one side thereof shall be neatly engraved the following motto 

together with these words, 
The Donation of of London. Established in the year 1786. 

And on the other side of the plate shall be engraved these words : 
Awarded by the American Philosophical Society to for his 

discovery of A. D. President. 

And the seal of the Society shall be annexed to the said Golden plate, by 
a ribbon passing thro' a small hole, near the lower edge thereof. ] 



Jan.— Feb.— March. l&L 1786. 

1786. Jan'y 28. (8 present.) 

Ewing's method of calculating the size of the Earth. 
Cascade in Fayette County, by Capt. Hutchins. 
Franklin's paper on a Hygrometer, read. 
Franklin's description of an Urn Stove, read. 
Hopkinson's further improvements of the Harpsichord. 
Letter from Humphrey Marshall [Forest trees]. 
Morrison (of Montreal) on the late Dark Day. 

1786. Feb. 3. (8 present.) 
Rush's paper on Martin's cancer powder. 

1786. Feb. 17. (6 present.) 

Rush's oration ordered for Monday 27, evening, in the 
Hall of the University. Public notice to be given. Secre- 
taries to prepare 1000 tickets, 800 to be distributed to ladies 
and gentlemen applying for them ; invitations to the Execu- 
tive Council and Assembly of the State. 

Von Burgsdorf s papers ordered to be sent to the Ameri- 
can Agricultural Society in Philadelphia, inviting a course 
of experiments and observations on the growth of plants — or 
return the papers. 

Hopkinson and Rittenhouse on an optical illusion. 

1786. Feb. 27. (Franklin and 14 others present.) 

Procession to the University. Oration by D r - Rush " On 
the influence of physical causes on the moral faculty" " be- 
fore a very respectable assembly of gentlemen & ladies con- 
vened for the purpose." Thanks and request for copy to 
publish. 

1786. March 3. (3 present.) [No minutes.] 

1786. March 17. (8 present.) 

Expense of annual oration £5 •• 7 •• 2. ordered paid. 
Ruston's letter to Franklin on smoky chimneys read. 
Rush's paper on the Tetanus read. 



April— May. 14:J 1786. 

Patterson (Sec'y) directed " to prosecute such of those 
concerned in a roit [sic'] at the University during the de- 
livery of the late annual oration as may come to his knowl- 
edge." 

Collin's bill for writing a copy of the certificate of mem- 
bership for the engraver, £1 •• 15 •• ordered paid. 



1786. April 7. (7 present.) 

Crookshank's bill for 40 copies of the American Grove 
(£7 - 10 •• 0) ordered paid. 

Shallus' bill for transcribing and engrossing Supplemen- 
tary Bill to act vesting a lot in the Society £0 •• 11 •• 3 
ordered paid. 

Otto's letter to Franklin on the First Discovery of 
America read. Griffith and Fox requested to translate it 
into English for the Society. 

Patterson's paper on Finding the Variation of the Com- 
pass, read. 

Trenchard's bill for engraving certificate £10. 

1786. April 21. (15 present.) [Not enough, it seems for 
the election of new members.] 

1786. May 5. (4 present.) 

Morgan's papers on a snake in a horse's eye, and two 
spotted negro children, read. 

1786. May 19. (9 present.) 

Morgan's paper on anatomical preparations by corrosion, 
read. 

Bills (3) to the amount of £11 ■• 7 •• 10 ordered paid. 
[Objects not stated.] 

[Change of handwriting.] 



June— July. 14:0 1786 

1786. June 16. (11 present.) 

Aitken's letter reporting progress on Vol. 2. 

Letter to Franklin, with enclosed Silk dyed with Ameri- 
can red root, or Indian paint, describing the process, and 
medicinal qualities of the root. 

Building Committee reported. It was then 

"Resolved, as the building of vaults* cellars thereon would be very- 
expensive : that cellars only may be built, and to be raised two feet in the 
clear, above the State House garden [n'c] in order to have windows to 
give light and a thorough air thro' the cellar." 

"Resolved, that as the intended Hall will, for the most part, be used 
after sunset ; that it may be built on the North side ; and that the two 
Booms may be built on the South side, for the advantage of having light 
and air." 

[That this change of plan was carried out appears from the 
fact that two rooms were really built on the south side; 
the archway in the great room, as it now is, was afterwards 
cut in a solid wall. It is evident that the north side has once 
been all one room, for the partition now up is thin. v 1880. 
J. P. £.] 

Glauber salts and sal ammoniac presented by Christopher 
and Charles Marshall. 

1786. June 23. (7 present.) 

Printing of Vol. 2, finished. Aitken directed to advertise. 
Price "in board" fixed at 20 sh. " with proper allowance to 
those who may purchase a quantity." 

1786. July 21. (Franklin and 22 others present.) 

Franklin, Vaughan and Hopkinson appointed a Commit- 
tee " to forward the sales of the Volume . . and send, in 
donations, any number not exceeding 20 copies, to such So- 
cieties and particular persons in Europe, as they shall think 
entitled to this respect." 

Proposed sale of the Arch street lot to help the building. 
Committee to receive bids. 

Election of 34 new members. [Among these are Robt. 



Aug.— Sept.— Oct. J-44 1786. 

Morris, "W. Temple Franklin, S. Vaughan, Jr., 0. W. Peale, 
"W. Rawle, Duke de Rochefoucault, Marquis de Condorcet, 
Charles the ./Eronaut, Cabanis, L. Crell, Count de Castilione 
of Milan, Noel, R. Kirwan of London, B. Vaughan of Lon- 
don, Jas. Beattie of Aberdeen, &c] 



1786. Aug. 18. (17 present.) 

Mr. Vaughan produced an account of his expenditures on 
the Society's Building. [Account not named in the 
minutes.] Ordered to be audited. 

Vaughan's bill for filling and sealing certificates £12 •• 
1-7 passed. 

Building Committee directed to take proper measures for 
securing the work against the weather. 

Thirty copies substituted for. 20 (Vol. 2) to foreign socie- 
ties. 

C. Peale's letter with drawing of a Fan Chair made for 
him by an ingenious mechanic of Philadelphia, Mr. Cram. 

Rob. Lesslie's letter and drawing of a Tide Mill. 

1786. Sep. 15. (10 present.) 

Engraver's bill (Paupard's) presented ' £68 •• 8 •• 4 (£26 •• 
10 paid). Mr. Vaughan ordered to examine it. 

Building bill : for boards and covering the walls £12 •• 18 
•• 2. Ordered to be paid. 

Aitken's printing bill (Vol. 2) £393 •• 13 (£78 •• 4 paid) 
presented, and £100 asked for at once, or in a six month's 
note. 

1786. Oct. 6. (11 present.) 

Engraver's bill (Paupard's) for 5 plates in Vol. 2 (see Sep. 
15). Mr. Vaughan " reported that the work might have 
been done at a much cheaper rate by other artists." Mr. 
Paupard agreed to deduct £9. Payment ordered. 

Magellan's acknowledgment of correspondence and agree- 
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ment to the Rules of Fund proposed, excepting in the fol- 
lowing particulars : 

It is his desire that "not only the members of the council hut also that 
every other member of the Society who declares upon his honour either 
by word or by writing if absent to have considered and weighed the re- 
spective merits of the claims shall have his free and equal vote with any 
other member of the same Society. That though it will be very proper 
that the Council should declare beforehand their opinion, and judgment 
about the merits and respective preference among the claims, yet the final 
decision is to depend entirely on the majority of the votes by ballot given 
by the members at large excepting only those who don't chuse to vote at 
all or do not openly declare by word to the Society or by writing, if 
absent, that they have considered and weighed according to the best of 
their judgment the comparative merits of the claims." It is his desire 
also that his name be not known to the public in this donation till after 
his death, and that the simple title of a lover of useful knowledge suffice in 
the meanwhile to be mentioned in the prospect or announce Isic] of the 
said premium. And lastly that the word Astronomy be added after that 
of Navigation in the introduction or preamble to the premium. He con- 
cludes : 

As soon as these articles are agreed to on your side [two illegible let- 
ters here], you may draw immediately on me for the 200 Guineas payable 
here to Mr. Benjamin Vaughan on your account for the said purpose : 
and I hereby promise to pay at sight this sum immediately after receiving 
your just mentioned acceptation of the required conditions, &c. 

The Society unanimously agreed to Magellan's alterations, 
and appointed Secretary Foulke to say so ; and the President 
to draw on Magellan for the fund. 

• Building. Vaughan's bill " for having an area round the 
Society's Hall" £2 " 5 •• ; passed. 

The Auditing Committee reported that corrections of the 
Vaughan's accounts were upon the whole in favour of M r - 
"Vaughan. " Ordered, that the Treasurer be directed to pay 
to M r - V. out of the money subscribed towards carrying on 
the building .... £365-10-4." 

1786. Oct. 20. (9 present.) 

The Committee to carry on the building in the State 
House yard reporting itself not " able to concur " it was 
discharged and another appointed ; viz. S. Vaughan, T. 
Clifford and T. Parke. 
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Nov.— Dec. 146 1786 . 

The Treasurer was ordered to pay R. Aitken £100 on ac- 
count. 

1786. Nov. 3. (8 present.) 

Correspondence with Le Cercle des Philadelphes at Cap 
Francois, Haiti. 

Eben. Robertson's model for clearing wells of fixed air 
presented. 

Wm. Rediger's account (Janitor), 6 months, £5 •• 7 •• 7, 
allowed. 

1786. Nov. 17. (6 present.) 

Aitken ordered to send 150 copies of Vol. II Transactions 
American Philosophical Society to Dilley, London book- 
seller, and charge at 9 sh. ster. per copy. 

One of the Secretaries offered a draught of Rules and Con- 
ditions for the adjudication of M r - Magellan's Annual Pre- 
mium. Approved and ordered to be published. [The MS. 
copy occupies the next 2J pages.] 

Hopkinson, Treasurer, desires to resign and have his ac- 
counts audited. Letter laid over. 

Building Committee authorized to collect subscriptions. 

John Jones' model of a bridge presented. 

1786. Dec. 1. (9 present.) 

Rittenhouse and Patterson appointed to audit the Treas- 
urer's accounts. 

A great tooth of some unknown animal found at Tioga, 
on the Susquehanna, was handed over to M r - Peale to have 
a drawing of it made. 

1786. Dec. 15. (7 present ; Count Castaloni [sic].)* 

Treasurer's balance reported, £15 •• 11 •• 8J. 
Anonymous paper on stove-rooms and greenhouses read. 
Papers on Agriculture formerly sent by the Society to 
the Agricultural Society, were returned. 

» Oastilione in minutes of July 21, 17S6. 



